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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4012

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Mrrell, Buri, Blake, Newhouse, Canpbell, H nkle,
Dunshee, denents, Lovick, Linville, Cox, Hudgins, Gant, Wods,
McCoy, Sells, Sinpson, Onsby, Haler, Kretz, Hankins, Skinner and Quall

Read first time 02/04/2005. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnment, Agriculture & Trade.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORCGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, |IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE SECRETARY OF
AGRI CULTURE, M KE JOHANNS:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, On January 4, 2005, the United States Departnent of
Agriculture proposed a rule to reopen on March 7, 2005, the United
States border to the inportation of Canadian |ive cattle and processed
beef products; and

WHEREAS, On January 11, 2005, Canada announced that yet another cow
in Alberta tested positive for bovine spongiform encephal opat hy (BSE);
and

VWHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Agriculture has dispatched
a technical team to Canada to investigate the circunstances that
resulted in this additional infection including effective enforcenent
by Canada of the 1997 rum nant-to-rum nant feed ban; and
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WHEREAS, The only incident in the United States where a cow tested
positive with BSE was on Decenber 23, 2003, and that animal originated
i n Canada and unfortunately was shi pped i nto Washi ngton State; and

VWHEREAS, The severe ram fications caused by this single animal was
the closure by many foreign markets to beef produced within the United
States; and

WHEREAS, Al though progress has been made in reestablishing trust
with our Asian trading partners, many of these bans to the inport of
beef fromthe United States continue in effect thirteen nonths after
this single incident; and

WHEREAS, Even though the United States has comenced a major BSE
testing programand no cattle indigenous to the United States have been
detected to have BSE, once these foreign markets are cl osed, they have
remai ned cl osed for prolonged periods of tine;, and

WHEREAS, Consuners in the United States continue to have confidence
in beef produced in the United States and nmaintaining the safety of
food supplies is the paranmobunt concern to state and federa
governnental officials;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States Departnment of Agriculture delay noving forward with its plans to
reopen the border to Canadian cattle and beef products on March 7,
2005, until United States inspectors have had adequate tinme to conduct
a thorough exam nation of the Canadian cattle industry and issue and
fully evaluate their findings.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Secretary of the United States Departnent of Agriculture,
M ke Johanns, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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